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THE NOTIFIABLE DISEASES. 
PREVALENCE DURING 1919 IN STATES. 

ANTHRAX, CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS, CHOLERA (PHILIPPINE ISLANDS), DENGUE. 
DIPHTHERIA, INFLUENZA. MALARIA, M15ASLES, PNEUMONIA, POLIOMYELITIS, 
RABIES, ROCKY MOUNTAIN SPOTTED OR TICK FEVER, SCARLET FEVER, SEPTIC 
SORE THROAT, SMALLPOX, TUBERCULOSIS (ALL FORMS AND PULMONAIU), 
TYPHOID FEVER, AND TYPHUS FEVER. 

The tables which appear on the following pages have been com- 
piled from data furnished by the health officers of the several States 
in response to requests from the United States Public Health Service. 
The following table shows the States for which morbidity and mor- 
tality data were received: 



Morbidity. 


Mortality. 


Morbidity. 


Mortality. 


Alabama. 


■ Alabama. 




Missouri. 5 






Arizona. 


Montana. 


i Montana: 




Arkansas. 


Arkansas. 


Nebraska. 


1 Nebraska. 




California. 


California. 


New Jersey. 


, New Jersey. 




Colorado. 


Colorado. 


New Mexico, 3 ' 


■ New Mexico. 8 




Connecticut. 


Connecticut; 


New York. 


New York. 




Delaware. 1 


Delaware. 


North Carolina. 






District ot Columbia. 


District of Columbia. 


North Dakota. 


North Dakota. 




Florida. 


Florida. 


Ohio. 


Ohio, 




Georgia. 


Georgia. 


Oklahomk* 


Oklahoma. 




Hawaii. 


Hawaii. 


Oregon. 


Oregon-. 




Illinois. 


Illinois. 


Pennsylvania. 
Porto liicp. 






Indiana. 


Indiana. 


Porto Rico. 




Iowa. 


Iowa. 


Rhode Island . 


Rhode Island. 




Kansas. 


Kansas. 
Kentucky. 


South Carolina. 
South Dakota. 


South Carolina. 




Louisiana. 


Louisiana. 


Utah. 


Utah. 




Maine. 


.Maine. 


Vermont. 


Vermont. 




Maryland. 


Maryland. 


Virginia. 


Virginia. 




Massachusetts. 


Massachusetts. 


Washington. • 


Washington. 




Michigan . 


Michigan. 


West Virginia. 






Minnesota. 


Minnesota. 


Wisconsin. 


Wisconsin. 




Mississippi. 




Wyoming, 


Wyoming. 





i Nine months only. 

1 Data not giveuby months. 



'Three months only. 
♦Eleven months.ouly. 



The populations given and used in computing case and death 
rates were estimated as of July 1, 1919, by using the returns of the 
United States census of April 15, 1910, and the preliminary reports 
of the census of January 1, 1920. 

For most of the diseases four tables are given: (1) Averages, (2) 
morbidity, (3). mortality, and (4) rates. The averages were obtained 
by adding the cases reported for the years 1914 to 1918, inclusive, 
and dividing the sum by 5. Data for the full five years were not 
available for some of the States. The columns headed "Years 
included" and "Number of years" show the years for which data 
were used. In all instances the averages are for years from 1914 to 
1918, inclusive. 

In comparing the figures for 1919 with the averages for preceding 
years, it should be borne in mind that an increase in the number of 
cases reported may indicate that there were more cases of the par- 
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ticular disease in the State during 1919, or it may indicate that the 
cases were better reported by the physicians. 

A relatively large number of reported cases of a communicable 
disease, as indicated by a high case rate (and more especially when 
accompanied by a relatively small number of deaths, as indicated 
by a low fatality rate), usually means that the health department of 
that State is active and that the cases of the disease are being well 
reported by the practicing physicians. It does not necessarily mean 
that the disease is more prevalent in that State than in other States. 
A high fatality rate may mean that the disease was unusually viru- 
lent in a State, that the physicians did not treat the disease in that 
State with the success usual elsewhere, or that the practicing phy- 
sicians did not report all of their cases. On the other hand, an un- 
usually low fatality rate may be due to the fact that the disease in 
the State was unusually mild, that the physicians treated it with 
unusual success, that the practicing physicians reported their cases 
satisfactorily, or that the registration of deaths was incomplete, or 
the assignment of the causes of death inaccurate. 

In some instances comparatively large numbers of cases of diseases 
reported in certain States may be due to the system of reporting rather 
than to unusual prevalence of the diseases. For instance, in Missis- 
sippi physicians report some diseases monthly to the State health 
officer, giving the number of cases occurring in their practice during 
the month. This method of reporting probably is responsible, in 
part, at least, for the comparatively large number of cases of certain 
diseases reported in Mississippi. 

Summaries of reported cases and deaths from communicable 
diseases, similar to the summary here presented, have been issued by 
the United States Public Health Service for the years 1912 to 1918, 
inclusive (Reprints numbered 163, 208, 298, 345, 426, 505, and 551). 
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Cases reported and death registered in New York City during the calendar year 1919, from 
certain diseases, with indicated morbidity, mortality, and fatality rates. 



Anthrax: 

January — 
February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

.Time 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November. . 
December.. 



Total 

Kate per 1,000 population 
Deaths per 100 cases, 61.3. 

Cerebrospinal meningitis: 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October , 

November 

December 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population 
Deaths per 100 cases, 54.6. 



Diphtheria: 

January 

February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

June -.. 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November. . 
December.. 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population 
Deaths per 100 cases, 8.8. 



Influenza: 

January 

February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November. . 
December.. 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population. 
Deaths per 100 cases, 19.2. 



Malaria: 

January... 
February. , 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July....... 

August — 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



14 

0.003 



317 
0.057 



1,327 

1,350 

1,609 

1,412 

1,007 

1,294 

800 

003 

682 

86S 

1,062 

1,491 



14,014 
2.513 



13, 324 

6, 122 

3,797 

1,018 

193 

11 

15 



44 

155 
285 
249 



25, 218 

i. oil 



9 
0.002 



173 

0.031 



131 
161 
168 
142 
142 
93 
55 
38 
42 
53 
81 
131 



1,240 
0.222 



1,967 

1,311 

875 

320 

148 

3S 

13 

10 

24 

48 

28 

42 



4,830 
0.866 



Malaria— Continued. 

September 

October 

November 

December 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population. 
Deaths per 100 cases, 18.0. 



Measles: 

January 

February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

.November. . 
December . . 



Total...... 

R ate per 1 , 000 population . 
Deaths per 100 cases, 2.7. 

Pneumonia (all forms): 

January 

February. 

March 

April 

May ,.. 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 



. Total./. 

Rate per 1,000 population 



Poliomyelitis: 

January 

February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November. . 
December.. 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population. 
Deaths per 100 cases, 26.2. 



Scarlet fever: 

January 

February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November. . 
December.. 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population. 
Deaths per 100 cases, 3.0. 



Cases. 



6 


2 


8 


1 


5 












50 


9 


0.009 


.002 



146 
170 
264 
456 
978 
601 
355 
175 
125 
371 
1, 106 
3,444 



8,194 
1.469 



3,417 
2,111 
l,7tS 

806 
351' 
98 
33 
4 
45 
170 
390 
1,176 



10, 325 



42 
0.008 



510 
553 
C76 
579 
554 
280 
146 
81 
144 
239 
295 
537 



4,594 

0.S24 



Deaths. 



7 
7 
12 
19 
34 
17 
16 



6 

18 
63 



218 

0.039 



2,502 

2, 055 

1,818 

1, 145 

726 

351 

310 

273 

248 

351. 

446 

693 



10, 978 
1.988 



11 

0.002 



17 
14 
26 
19 
17 
15 



136 
0.024 
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Cases reported and deaths registered in New Yorh City during the calendar year 1919, from 
certain diseases, with indicated morbidity, mortality, and fatality rates — Continued. 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Smallpox : 

January 

February. . . 

March 

April 

Slay 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November. . 
December.. 



Total 

Kate per 1,000 population 

Tuberculosis (pulmonary): 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 



Total 

Rateper 1,000 population. 

Number of ca ses reported 
for each death regis- 
tered, 2.0 

Tuberculosis (all forms): 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 



18 
0.003 



1,270 
1,29-1 
1 , 500 
1,374 
1,311 
1,200 

869 
1,123 

775 
1,573 
1,207 
1,014 



14,570 
2.612 



821 
754 
833 
715 
680 
608 
564 
529 
474 
474 
448 
496 



7,398 
1.326 



924 

827 
951 

822 

79:.; 



Tuberculosis (all forms)— Con. 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population . 



Typhoid fever: 

January 

February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November. . 
December.. 



Total.. 

Rateper 1,000 population. 
Deaths per 100cases,°14. 2. 



Typhus fever: 

January 

February. . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November. . 
December.. 



Total 

Rate per 1,000 population 



36 
20 
17 
28 
32 
:;.| 
77 
115 
199 
144 
106 
41 



854 
0.153 



11 

0.002 



559 
554 
509 
557 



1.521 



10 

5 

7 

6 

8 

6 

11 

12 

16 

17 

11 

12 



121 
0.022 
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